This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
Serial No.: 
Filing Date: 
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Joseph H. Sklar et al. 
09/715,714 
11/17/2000 
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Bruce Edward Snow Dcv-n 
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Commissioner for Patents te ' 
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Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 ce/v ^« 



Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

Attorney's Docket No.: 



2004 

H3700 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants hereby make the following 
documents of record in the above-identified application: 



U.S. Patents 
















d) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


RE1 3,204, 


issued 


02/14/1911 


to 


Jossart 


(2) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


2,353,851, 


issued 


07/18/1944 


to 


Rosan 


(3) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,153,975, 


issued 


10/27/1964 


to 


Rapata 


(4) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,199,398, 


issued 


08/10/1965 


to 


Weisz 


(5) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,411,397, 


issued 


11/19/1968 


to 


Birmingham 


(6) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,516,324, 


issued 


06/23/1970 


to 


Berner 


(7) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,678,798, 


issued 


07/25/1972 


to 


Van Niel 


(8) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,765,295, 


issued 


10/16/1973 


to 


Ptak 


(9) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


3,976,079, 


issued 


08/24/1976 


to 


Samuels et al. 


(10) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,083,289, 


issued 


04/11/1978 


to 


Erickson 


(11) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,085,651, 


issued 


04/25/1978 


to 


Koscik 


(12) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,407,618, 


issued 


10/04/1983 


to 


Kimura 


(13) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,535,925, 


issued 


08/20/1985 


to 


Ramey et al. 


(14) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,580,936, 


issued 


04/08/1986 


to 


Francis et al. 


(15) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,590,928, 


issued 


05/27/1986 


to 


Hunt et al. 


(16) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,708,132, 


issued 


11/24/1987 


to 


Silvestrini 


(17) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,716,893, 


issued 


01/05/1988 


to 


Fischer et al. 


(18) 


U.S. 


Patent 


No. 


4,744,793, 


issued 


05/17/1988 


to 


Parr et al. 
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(19) U.S. Patent No. 4,755,183, issued 07/05/1988 to Kenna 

(20) U.S. Patent No. 4,778,468, issued 10/18/1988 to Hunt et al. 

(21) U.S. Patent No. 4,784,126, issued 11/15/1988 to Hourahane 

(22) U.S. Patent No. 4,828,562, issued 05/09/1989 to Kenna 



Foreign Patents 

(23) Canadian Patent No. 1,015,989, published 08/23/1977, by Russo 
Ornamental Iron Products, Inc. 

(24) German Patent No. DE 89 14 308 U1 , published 03/22/1990, by 
Vomberg 

(25) European Patent No. 0596177 B1, published 05/11/1994, by Sulzer 
Orthopadie AG 

(26) European Patent No. 0834281 B1, published 04/08/1998, by United 
States Surgical Corporation 

(27) French Patent No. 2590792, published 06/05/1987, by Francis Henri 
Breard 

(28) French Patent No. 2636835, published 03/30/1990, by G. Cremascoh 
S.P.A. 

(29) Japanese Patent No. 5-300917, published 1 1/1993 

(30) PCT International Publication No. WO 98/23229 A1 , by Sklar et al. 
published 06/04/1998. 

Copies of these documents, which are listed on the accompan ying Form 
PTQ-1449 (two pagesV are enclosed herewith. Applicants respectfully request that 
these documents be fully considered by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office during 
the examination of this application and printed on any patent which may issue on this 
application. Applicants also respectfully request that a copy of Form PTO-1449 (two 
pages), as considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned to the undersigned 
with the next communication. 

The enclosed documents may have markings thereon. Applicants are not 
presently aware of the source of those markings, and no significance is meant to be 
attached thereto. 
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A check in the amount of One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($180.00) payable to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks also is enclosed herewith to cover the fee 
due in connection with this submission. 



It is believed that this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .56, 
1 .97 and 1 .98. If for any reason the Examiner considers otherwise, it is respectfully 
requested that the undersigned be contacted by the Examiner by telephone in order 
that any deficiencies may be expeditiously remedied. 

Please charge any additional fees due in connection with this submission, or 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 16-0221 . A duplicate copy of this 
submission is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

Thank you. 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED 



Respectfully submitted, 



WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL, 
POSTAGE PREPAID, IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA22313- 
1450, ON: 



March 31. 2004 




(DATE OF DEPOSIT) 



Registration No. 43,114 




James A. Sheridan 



Pandiscio & Pandiscio 
470 Totten Pond Road 
Waltham, MA 02154 
Tel. (781)290-0060 



March 31. 2004 



(DATE OF SIGNATURE) 
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(19) U.S. Patent No. 4,755,183, issued 07/05/1988 to Kenna 

(20) U.S. Patent No. 4,778,468, issued 10/18/1988 to Hunt et al. 

(21) U.S. Patent No. 4,784,126, issued 11/15/1988 to Hourahane 

(22) U.S. Patent No. 4,828,562, issued 05/09/1989 to Kenna 

Foreign Patents 

(23) Canadian Patent No. 1 ,01 5,989, published 08/23/1 977, by Russo 
Ornamental Iron Products, Inc. 

(24) German Patent No. DE 89 14 308 U1 , published 03/22/1990, by 
Vomberg 

(25) European Patent No. 0596177 B1 , published 05/1 1/1994, by Sulzer 
Orthopadie AG 

(26) European Patent No. 0834281 B1 , published 04/08/1998, by United 
States Surgical Corporation 

(27) French Patent No. 2590792, published 06/05/1987, by Francis Henri 
Breard 

(28) French Patent No. 2636835, published 03/30/1990, by G. Cremascoli 
S.P.A. 

(29) Japanese Patent No. 5-300917, published 11/1993 

(30) PCT International Publication No. WO 98/23229 A1 , by Sklar et al. 
published 06/04/1998. 

Copies of these documents, which are listed on the accompanying Form 
PTO-1449 (two pages), are enclosed herewith. Applicants respectfully request that 
these documents be fully considered by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office during 
the examination of this application and printed on any patent which may issue on this 
application. Applicants also respectfully request that a copy of Form PTO-1449 (two 
pages), as considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned to the undersigned 
with the next communication. 



The enclosed documents may have markings thereon. Applicants are not 
presently aware of the source of those markings, and no significance is meant to be 
attached thereto. 
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A check in the amount of One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($180.00) payable to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks also is enclosed herewith to cover the fee 
due in connection with this submission. 



It is believed that this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .56, 
1 .97 and 1 .98. If for any reason the Examiner considers otherwise, it is respectfully 
requested that the undersigned be contacted by the Examiner by telephone in order 
that any deficiencies may be expeditiously remedied. 



Please charge any additional fees due in connection with this submission, or 
credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 16-0221. A duplicate copy of this 
submission is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



Thank you. 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED 
WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL, 
POSTAGE PREPAID, IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA22313- 
1450, ON: 

; March 31. 2004 

(DATE OF DEPOSIT) 

James A. Sheridan 

>) (NAME OF ATTORNEY) / / 
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(DATE OF SIGNATURE) 
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Waltham, MA 02154 
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